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What Do We Want Residents To Do?

e  Practice more stormwater-
friendly lawn and garden care

What Are The Main Messages?
e  Fertilize sparingly.
e  Sweep up, don't hose.

e  Water wisely.

e  Divert or collect rooftop runoff.
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A Strategy for Stormwater

Education Through Yard Care

Workshops

Help Lawn and Garden Enthusiasts Be Stormwater-Friendly!

Achieving a lush green
lawn, beautiful spring
flowers, and hearty sum-
mer crops are under-
standable gardening
goals.

Unfortunately, the garden-
ing practices used to
achieve those goals often
contribute to stormwater
pollution. Most notably,
the use of excessive lawn
chemicals and excessive
watering.

It is important to convey
to our neighbors that they
can still have beautiful
lawns and gardens, while

promoting the health of
local water resources at
the same time.

Lawn chemicals often
wind up washing
directly into local

waters. Sparing use
of fertilizers and
pesticides helps reduce
stormwater pollution.

What Help Is Out There?

If you want lawns and gardens
to be less of a stormwater con-
cern in your town, then we have
a strategy for you!

This newsletter highlights four
steps to achieving that goal. To
help you along, we can offer
you:

e  contact information for the
URI Cooperative Extension
Master Gardener Program,

e  sample flyer and Power-
Point for the Master Gar-
dener presentation,

e fact sheets on stormwater-

friendly gardening prac-
tices and diverting rooftop
runoff,

sample factsheets on rain
barrels and rain gardens,
and

sample press release for a
rain barrel sale.
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A Strategy for Stormwater Education Through Yard Care Workshops

Step 1. Schedule a Master Gardener’s Presentation

The following materials will
be available to help with this
step:

e asample flyer for adver-
tising the event

e a PowerPoint presenta-
tion, illustrating the
main messages

o factsheets for distribu-
tion about lawn care
practices and diverting
rooftop runoff

Steps to take:

e Contact Marion Gold of
the Master Gardener
Program at: 874-5705
or MGOLD@uri.edu.

e Advertise the presenta-
tion. Consider making it
part of an already-
scheduled committee
meeting.

Step 2. Hold a Rain Barrel Sale

The following materials will
be available to help with this
step:

e apress release on the
rain barrel sale

e arain barrel fact sheet

e rain barrel purchasing
information

Step 3. Create a Demonstration Rain Garden

The following materials will be
available to help with this step:

e  a brochure about an exist-
ing demonstration rain
garden project, including
costs and design features

e arain garden fact sheet

o factsheet about divert-
ing rooftop runoff

Steps to take:

e Distribute press re-
leases.

Steps to take:

e Investigate applying for
319 Funds to fund the rain
garden project.

Pick a visible location with
some degree of public
access.

e  Collaborate with a local
landscape architect or
Master Gardener, who is
familiar with rain garden
design. Visit the website:
http://healthylandscapes.org
for more details.

Volunteers could be re-
cruited to:

e Help publicize and staff
the event or provide
refreshments.

Volunteers could be re-
cruited to:

e Help staff the event or
provide refreshments.

Volunteers could be recruited
to:

seek contributions from
local businesses for funds
to create the garden or
specifically from local plant
nurseries to donate advice,
labor, and/or plants to the
creation of the garden




Step 4. Publicize Yearly Reminders

The following materials will Steps to take:
be available to help with this
step: e Distribute the short arti-

cles to local papers.
e short articles for local

papers reminding peo-
ple about stormwater-
friendly gardening tips

Keep Track of Your Success

Documenting your success at
increasing residents’ aware-
ness of stormwater-friendly

lic about related events or
stormwater-friendly prac-

tices.
lawn and garden care will be
instrumental to having contin- 2. Keep records of the num-
ued support for the program. ber of people who attend
Here are a few methods you workshops.
could use:: 3. Keep records of the num-
1. Keep records of the num- ber of rain barrels sold

ber of press releases and
articles that have been
printed, informing the pub-

through an organized Rain
Barrel Sale.
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In A Nutshell %

We hope this newsletter has
provided a guide for how you
can help lawn and garden en-
thusiasts implement practices
that are not detrimental to local
water resources. In a nutshell,
that strategy involves:

1. Schedule a Master Gar-
dener presentation

2. Hold a rain barrel sale

3. Create a demonstration
rain garden

4. Publicize yearly reminders

5. Keep track of your success

Other Topics In The Series

This Know Where It Goes! Series
offers strategies for addressing

1.

other stormwater problems such as:

Preventing illegal dumping at
stormdrains

Helping business implement
stormwater-friendly practices

Picking up pet waste

The Series also includes fact sheets

that address stormwater-friendly
tips, including:

The introductory top ten
Lawn care
Managing rooftop runoff

Disposing of household hazard-
ous waste

Septic system care

Auto care

know where

it goes

About This Publication

For more information about the Stormwater Phase Il Education and Outreach Program,
including resources such as the supporting materials mentioned in this newsletter, please
visit our website. It is undergoing construction, but is continuously updated.
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