
 

Advertising Stormwater Messages 
With Life-Size Displays 

 
 
 
 
 
We call him The Scary Dad, because his slogan in the summer of 2008 read, “The 
scariest thing to hit the beach since your dad showed up looking like this.”  As you 
can see from the photo below, the life-size display garnered some high-profile 
attention at the Governor’s Bay Day.  Ten replicas appeared around the state in 
locations such as Roger Williams Park Zoo, several branches of YMCA, Save the 
Bay, Audubon Educational Center, and W. Alton Jones campus. 

What Was The Objective? 
The objective of producing the life-size display was to attract attention to the 
stormwater message, especially the attention of children.  We attempted to place the 
displays in highly-trafficked areas; we provided instructions to the organization hosting 
the displays as well as copies of a factsheet that visitors could take home.  Those two 
documents are provided. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can We Use The Existing Displays? 
These displays can be loaned to municipalities or organizations who are interested in 
hosting them.  Additionally, we have provided cost information below for producing a 
customized display to highlight a specific stormwater pollution-prevention behavior. 
  
 
How Can We Make Our Own Display? 
Each foam-core display costs approximately $200 to print based on an order of 10 
displays. In addition, photography, design, and copywriting add approximately $100 
each for 10 displays.  If an interested municipality or organization can provide a 
model, RI Stormwater Solutions can set up a photo shoot and provide assistance with 
design and text.  Suggested customizations include models acting out pollution-
prevention behavior, such as sweeping pavement, picking up dog waste, or diverting 
a downspout.  The model might be a good-natured volunteer, well-known community 
leader or celebrity, or local business owner willing to sponsor the display. 
 

 
How Can We Incorporate The Displays Into Our Stormw ater Education Efforts? 
The displays make a great addition to any festival.  Having someone take photos of 
people with the dad is a great way to publicize the event and the message. 
 
The displays also can be loaned to public libraries and community centers, which 
attract a large population of younger residents. 
 
Schools offer an excellent place to host the displays, and they could be incorporated 
into environmental science lessons, focusing on stormwater pollution. 


