
It’s That Time of Year! 
   

April showers bring May flowers, but how do you deal with all that rain in the meantime?  Currently, many 

Rhode Island towns, including NAME OF TOWN, are working to reduce the effects of polluted stormwater 

runoff, which is the water you see flowing down the street when it rains.  One way that Town residents can 

help is by diverting rooftop runoff away from pavement! 

 

Did you know that the amount of rain that flows off an average roof, 

over the course of a year in Rhode Island, would fill more than 500 

bathtubs?  Instead of allowing that rain to flow down your driveway 

or sidewalk and to the nearest stormdrain, it’s possible to divert the 

rain in at least three ways: 

 

1. Consider using downspout extenders to direct the water 

onto a landscaped area. 

2. Purchase a rain barrel, and direct downspout water directly into it.  You’ll not only reduce 

stormwater, but you can conserve water by using what you capture for irrigation. 

3. Investigate a rain garden, which is a natural or dug shallow depression designed to soak up water.  

Rain gardens are created with highly absorbent soil and the proper mix of plants to facilitate 

collecting water and infiltrating it back into the ground. 

 

For more information about these three ways to reduce stormwater, and for additional tips to help 

safeguard our waters, visit: http://www.ristormwatersolutions.org 
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