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As Rhode Islanders are seeing in the aftermath of Hurrican Irene, leaves blown off trees are clogging storm drains across the entire state. This leads to treacherous driving conditions as huge puddles form on roads and highways that can make vehicles hydroplane, or simply send blinding walls of water over cars coming in the opposte direction.  Clogged drains can also result in overflow to sidewalks and other pedestrian areas, assuring a change of soggy shoes is necessary as soon as you reach home.

Raking up leaves on your property and disposing of them properly can help reduce storm drain clogging.  Blowing leaves into the street, a new concept in landscaping care, certainly does not. Nor does raking them to the roadside and hoping the next gullywasher takes care of them.  It is up to you to help keep runoff and stormwater under control and avoid clogged drains that can endanger life and property. (Cartoon donated by Don Bousquet.)
For information on all things stormwater, including how you can help protect your community’s drinking water, swimming spots and overall environment, go to:

http://www.ristormwatersolutions.org
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